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TELECOMMUNICATIONS COSTS, INCREASES 
736. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development: 
My question does not have any extra questions!  Is the minister aware of any moves to increase 
telecommunication costs to Western Australians? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER replied: 
Yesterday I visited the electorate of the Leader of the National Party.  I went to Wyalkatchem, where I bestowed 
upon Mavis Bookham the honour of being a Freeman of Wyalkatchem.  I am sure that the Leader of the National 
Party will pass on his own congratulations to Ms Bookham, who has served Wyalkatchem for over 60 years. 

As we left Wyalkatchem my staff tried to ring my office in Perth but could not do so because they had a GSM 
telephone - some people would call it a digital telephone.  I said they could use my CDMA phone and they got 
through because CDMA is all throughout Western Australia.  Most country towns have CDMA.   

The ink is just dry on the sale of the Telstra bill and suddenly we are finding out that the CDMA network around 
regional Western Australia is to be scrapped.  I am sure that most of the Liberal and National Party members 
opposite who represent country towns will not have GSM telephones but CDMA telephones.  I am sure they will 
be embarrassed to find out that their federal colleagues have, once again, paved the way for the diminution of 
services in the country.  Alarm bells would have also rung because not only have they found out that the CDMA 
network - which I know most country MPs use - is to be got rid of, but also 12 000 jobs will be scrapped.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  The member for Darling Range says it is modernisation.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  He probably has GSM, sitting up on the Darling scarp looking down on Perth.  Most of 
us in the real country must use CDMA telephones.  When the ink has only just dried we find that Telstra is to 
shed 12 000 jobs.  Guess where most of those jobs will come from?   

A government member:  The bush.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The bush.  Occasionally, we see a Telstra technician in the bush.  We certainly do not 
see technicians in the bush from any of the private companies.  After Telstra has got rid of 12 000 jobs I doubt 
whether a Telstra technician will be seen in the member for Merredin’s electorate or even south of Perth near the 
member for Albany’s electorate.  Although we see them in the bush occasionally now, when 12 000 jobs have 
been taken out of the equation we will never see them.  

We have learnt that Telstra intends to scrap the CDMA network and get rid of 12 000 jobs and now we find out 
via the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission that line rental charges will be increased 10-fold.  
People living in Perth will pay $13 for a line rental charge, and in the bush people will pay $144.  John Howard 
did not tell us that when he said he was going to privatise Telstra.  Everyone was going to be on the same page.  
“Trust me,” honest John said.  Within weeks, we find that line rental charges will vary from $13 in Perth to $144 
in the country.  These are hollow promises.  I am sure that members opposite are embarrassed by the actions of 
their federal colleagues, and that particularly the Leader of the Opposition and the temporary Deputy Leader of 
the Opposition are very embarrassed for their country constituents.  
 


